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Home front: The 400-year-old Ship Hotel at Brancaster was something of a blank canvas for chef Chris
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Coubrough as he set out to completely renovate it

hefl Chris Coubrough has set sail in - N
anather MNorfolk venture and has Ahlgall
completely fenovaled The Ship Haolel
at Brancaster. Hie faurth business in
the county, il has been given smilar
inderiar treatment as The Kings Head,
al Letheringesti, The Crown Inn, a1 Eas
Rudham, and the Crown Holel, & 'Wells-naxi-
the-Sea
“I wanied to apen somiewher s that 'was out in
thi= direction and The Shipwastheright thing
al the right time,” he said.
*In many ways il was a blank canvas We S5
had the oppartunity fo really do it up ©

= .hlh,.-.

and ta change il inta samething very mw E}'
di Flerenl.” 3

The building it==df, which has a Grade || | HL*M
listed frontage, is about 300 yearsald, i
emxplained Chris. Accarding io :
local folklore Admiral Lord
Helsan's nanny sfayed here :

“It was built as an inn and has T
be=n all socis of things as well
induding a Post Office. surgery
and even a martuary,” he =aid

‘When wewer e workingan the
building we discovered the cellar
bl ow where they used Lo stare Lthe e
bodies undil the county coroner was
ableto gel here from King's Lyan.”

Taday The Ship has cerlainly
moved away from ils past in many
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wayes bul Thris was keen lo
refain a grong element of its
histary in its design and
décar

Walls are lestooned with
pusiures by local
phatagraphers ol
Brancaster scenes. including
some by Sir Geaffrey Cory-
Wiright. One of these is an
old cigarette advert that
shaws Sir Geoffrey himsell

" by the madel of the ship

autei de the hotel
Throughout the building

are inferesting marine and
agricultural ariefacts. Some
have been worked inlo walls
daoi s and even mirrors while
clhers are displayed an
shielves ar windowsills.

Create the look

W Far e inhermalion on
The Ship Holed call 01485
710333 or il

v Mirgitadinne. oo uk or
e ship hetelnertolk. o uk
W Map wallpapes carme rom
Starlords Map Shop, in
Covent Garden. For more
infoemation call 0207
E361321 or wail

i stanfards oo, Lk

Ship sets sail n a brand new d

W Mary of e aifefadds in lhe
Fertel e Boughl by Thiie af -
car kol gakes oF Fom
reckmalian yarde . Ed
B The cider val came fom J. "‘ﬁ
W ey, Uk

m T sak fabvic came fram J |
Spaiding ard Son, of
Fakerfam. For mone
infarrnation call 01323
BEZ18d,

IR e ecleclic bul people really enjoy These cld Emgli sh oak underneath,

things," eaid Chrig, whoe has used herilage

painis in the désor

The main bar ar s was completaly apened up
by Chrieand now aflers apen spacs [hroeugh a
the dining areas CIF o one gide ia The Map
Room, where thess visling ¢an epend hours

Thraugh in the bar, lighte have bean made
fromm piecis ol drifltywood, =ack Tabric has been
uzad i uphalslery and waoden vegelable
boees Pave been broken up Do creale a vwall
adar med wilh ald Morfelk names

“This is am area Lhal I8 very rich in 18

gpailing their Marfolk homes and favaurile agricullural mafitage and we wanled 1o

faunis an the wallpapar

“The lables in this room were made fram an
old cider vab thal we Bought fram ebay,” he
said. "It leoked grubby but when il 'wascleaned

acknowledge thal,” said Chris, who has had &
washroom hand-basin made Irom an ald
animal trough, door handles created fram ald
dibbers ance uasd in the sowing of ssed, and &

up you could see the beautilul 200 1o 300 year- mirrar sel inta an ofd yoke

On throuwgh inta the heart of The Ship is the
long Captain's Table where large parti es can be
accommadated and then The Library, with its
ald ship lights and rows of books

‘| lpwe: boaksin a room =they Ioak great, they
arecost-effective and they cat a lat of noise* he
said

Upstairs in the hotel are nine bedrooms
Chris has complelely rearranged this floar,
creatling extra rooms and  sumpluous
bathraoms in space that was proviously used
as staff accommcdation and offices

"There was alss an open waulted ceilling
where the horse boys used to slesp yoars ago
an straps that were strung befween the
rafters,” he said "When we went up there we
found soma of theald straps. We hiave now used
this space fo create two completely now
roams,”

Chris said he has endeavoured to bring style
and comfort together to create a hotel that is
both relaxing and of a high guality

| wanmt this to be somewhere that someone
nav¥ing their wedding or an important
colebration would want to come,” he said

‘Equally, it needed to accommodate people
whio wanted fo be mores casual = thiose wha
simply wanted to be able to walk in off the
besoh in Eheir shorts and sandails

If you have an interesting property e-mail
a.saltmarshiEtconnect com

(rispin Lambert says we
can draw lessons from
southem Europe in how
to create some space.

BEvnry novey and again | dive past one af those
sguccocd Spanish shie hacicnda type houses
5ot incongrucusly in Ehe Brtish landscape

¥ou may know the: sort of thing, | . white walls
with bfack scrolied bars an the vindows, glased
raaf files, parhaps a covencsd veranda or
balcorics at first floor, cermamic ficor tles and
possibly a splt bkevel living room. A theatrical
fartasy inspred by a holday dream. & folly for
thasa lucky encugh to holiday in Spain in the
18705,

This type of howse may appeal to your sense of
imagration and fun and trarsport you fo
anciher dirate and place, but | would angue: &
do==s not prowde any lasing lessons in how 1o
preate 3 more successful iving errdronment
Mow spma serious lessons are being taken from
the city architecture of scathem Eurcpe. In
necent yeans Londen architect Peter Barber has
worked with a close, dense urban housing stvie
by layering courtyard spaces through a senes of
inhzriooking bocks. His cariicr work creafed a
wholke guarter at Donrybrook n Londan, The
tumbling cascadng fams in brllamt white
[

distinctively Marth
Adrican or Spansh
ficazd

Imi the fabest
schame in
Dagenham,
piciured, @ namos
site anly cight
miires wide and

bosnded by a tall
kirgo hall an ane

soe has been
trarsformed info a fermece of 14 courtyard
hoauses. Each anc kooks info its own couryand,
as. wel as having a view fowands the mad

The ling accommodation is an the finst foar
with a temace and small baicomy The bedrooms
are an the ground ficor with a far more privete
v imbo: the ercloeed yard. The houses ans weng
compact, & you would espect from a social
s praject. bl fhe creation of ussful
privabe space insuch a limiled area is very
sucomssfully dore.

There is no reasen wiy the principles eslablshed
e sould not b= ueed on larger privale hausing
19 good effect.

The resscn beshind (hess clear sculpbural forms
is ihe creation of single, or dual aspaci rooms,
thal ook aoul inba Eheir own aulside space ar
rather aul=ide roome. The aim of the design is to
provide a derme urban emdmonmesd with 2 good
guakty af private space and wilh a srong sense
of bedfonging ta the immediate neighbourbood for
1hoss living thene.

The inerdocking blocks allow this io. happen by
ocreating ibe biank boundany walls neosssary o
create (heage ouiside rooms. Thess wesls do not
cantain the spaces completely and thers is
umially & long vee as well. The ey (o
mardaning good, bright light to rocms in such a
campact design i through the use of white
edermal vals which reflect much mare light into
lfe Fooms.

| believe these new projects will stand the test of
lime and take a valiable fesan from the hatter
southem climes

Crispin Lambert s a praclising architect in
Marfalk invalved in a wide ranga of
projecls in the residential, commercial and
community fielde scrose the sastern area.
Confaci him on 01508 522852 or e-mail
dasigniflambertbardsleyresve. co.uk
Website: www lambert bardsbey reave couk




